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RCG bolsters leadership team by 
appointing Masato Bannai to support 
Japan’s offshore wind expansion 
Tokyo, Japan – 2nd June 2021 - The Renewables Consulting Group (RCG), a sector specialist 

advisory firm, has appointed renewable energy veteran Masato Bannai as a Director in the company’s 

Tokyo office. 

Mr. Bannai is a highly-respected professional with more than 25 years’ experience working across a 

broad range of technologies, such as offshore wind, solar PV and terrestrial wind. 

Bannai’s appointment coincides with the expected growth of Japan’s burgeoning offshore wind 

market. Japan’s Ministry of Economy, Trade, and Industry is expected to announce an official public 

auction for a Round 1 auction in support the country’s interim target of 10 GW by 2030 and 45 GW by 

2040. 

Just last year, Japan set new feed-in tariff rates for offshore wind that will result in large-scale offshore 

wind development at multiple sites during the next decade.  

Commenting on the news, Gareth Lewis, RCG’s Managing Director for Asia Pacific (APAC) said:  

“We see the Japan offshore wind market continue to blossom with more prefectures being 

recognised as excellent sites for development. Local utilities and trading houses, emerging 

IPPs and international developers are preparing themselves for upcoming auctions to secure 

seabed concessions and subsequent rights to develop multi gigawatt offshore wind sites. This 

has resulted in a greater need for specialist expert services. Bannai-san brings a wealth of 

experience in operations, engineering, procurement and construction (EPC), account 

management and project management as well as experience in the UK offshore wind market 

and power markets in South Korea and Columbia. With Bannai on board, and the fact that we 

are already providing advisory services for numerous Japanese offshore wind projects, I 

foresee further acceleration of our impact on the Japan’s renewables market.” - Gareth Lewis, 

Managing Director APAC. 



 

Before joining RCG, Mr. Bannai most recently served with Sonnedix Japan overseeing EPC and 

operations and maintenance for several solar projects, including claim settlement. Before Sonnedix, 

Bannai was General Manager for Marubeni Power Systems Corp., a division of Marubeni Group, 

where he managed the execution of engineering, procurement and construction contracts for several 

offshore and onshore wind projects located in Europe and Asia. 

RCG’s continued growth means the firm can deploy experienced local teams on any renewable 

energy engagement, backed up by a team of international experts, to deliver high-value market 

intelligence, management consulting and technical advisory services on any renewable energy 

assignment in the Asia-Pacific region.  

 

 

Caption: Masato Bannai is Director in RCG’s Tokyo office 
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About The Renewables Consulting Group 

RCG is a specialized expert services firm supporting the global renewable energy sector. From 
strategy to implementation, the company serves businesses, governments, and non-profits around 
the world with technical and management consulting services for both mainstream and emerging 
renewable energy technologies. RCG works with the public sector, private equity and financial 
services firms, utilities and project developers, equipment manufacturers, and engineering and 
construction companies for on- and off-shore wind, solar, and emerging technologies including wave 
and tidal and energy-storage projects. RCG is headquartered in London, and has offices in New York, 
Tokyo and elsewhere. For more information, visit our website at www.thinkrcg.com or connect with us 
on Twitter via @thinkrcg 
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For internal use 

Approval is required before publication of all RCG news stories, articles, conference presentations, 
and similar. 

The process is to ensure: 

• Intellectual property and confidential information are identified and protected 

• Due consideration is given to potentially sensitive information or matters 

• Publications are consistent and of high-quality, with appropriate acknowledgements 

• Compliance with RCG policies and guidelines (such as the brand guidelines) 

 

Authors should give due consideration to these matters when disclosing information or when 
providing draft materials for review. 

Please ensure that materials to be reviewed and/or published are stored on the RCG internal 
document system. 

 

Checklist 

Please complete this checklist before submitting your request to publish. 

Author(s) 

Mark Del Franco
 

 
The document attached to this request is the final version and ready for publication. 

Yes ☒ No ☐ 

 

The author/s confirm that they authored the content and RCG has rights to use all content 

commercially; text is not subject to permissions from other owners (unless approval has been given). 

Yes ☒ No ☐ 

 

The author/s confirm its content has been reviewed and approved by appropriate internal 

stakeholders/experts. 

Yes ☒ No ☐ 

 

The author/s confirm that if client work is cited, its content has been reviewed and approved by the 

appropriate persons in the client organisation (regardless of contractual requirements). 

Yes ☒ No ☐ 

 

The author/s confirm that if client work is cited, that all client contractual requirements relating to 

publication have been satisfied and RCG’s legal team have reviewed the contractual obligations. 

Yes ☒ No ☐ 

 

The author/s confirm that no intellectual property will be infringed as a result of publication and that if 

copyrighted material is used, RCG has written permission to use such materials and gives attribution. 

Yes ☒ No ☐ 

 

The material complies with the RCG brand guidelines. 

Yes ☒ No ☐ 

 

The material has been reviewed and approved by the Chief Operating Officer or a Managing Director. 

Yes ☒ No ☐ 


